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First Mooncake: JOY

Everyone looks forward to
eating Mooncakes during
the Mid-Autumn Festival. |
recall some jokes | heard
regarding Mooncakes
when | lived in Asia. For
example, Zhang San
purchased a box of
_ Mooncakes and gave them
- - * to his customer. In order
to save some money, the customer gave the same box of
Mooncakes to his boss. The boss had a social
engagement at which he needed to present a present, so
he “regifted” the box of Mooncakes. That person was
none other than Zhang San’s next door neighbor, so a
couple of days before the Mid-Autumn Festival the
neighbor (unknowingly) returned Zhang San’s
Mooncakes right back into his own hands!

Today, | want to present you with a box of Mooncakes.
This box of Mooncakes is fresh and has not been touched
by another person. These Mooncakes were not made by
me but | guarantee that they were made with the finest
ingredients. Not only are they fresh but the “use by”
date is “good forever” —because they are from heaven,
from God. There are four Mooncakes in the box and
today | want to present you with the first one. I'll give
you another Mooncake each day for the next three days.

The first Mooncake is JOY. Everyone seeks joy,
happiness and cheer. These three are different,
however. Whether | am “joyful” and whether | am
“happy and cheerful” are different things. This morning,
before | began writing this article, | happened to go to
the doctor. The physician told me some bad news—that
my neck has a problem. What | was told made me
unhappy but it did not take away my “joy.” What do |
mean by this?

I’'m a Christian. There’s something special about the
Christian view of life—the fact that we can always be
“joyful.” Philippians tells us, “Rejoice in the Lord always.
I will say it again: Rejoice!” [4:4]. To Christians, “joy” as
arealm or a place, an attitude that is deep within us.
This attitude is not bound by pressures and
circumstances that are outside us. Neither people nor
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situations can change the sense of joy that’s within us.
When the apostle Paul wrote the words | just quoted
(“Rejoice in the Lord always. | will say it again: Rejoice!”),
he was facing a crisis, yet he still said, “I rejoiced greatly
in the Lord...” [4:10].

The Mooncake I'm giving you today is JOY. Perhaps you
too are facing a crisis of life. Perhaps you’re ill; maybe
you’ve just heard a bad report from the doctor, like I did.
Perhaps you face financial difficulties, or you’ve lost your
job, or you have some family problems. No matter what
is going on, I’'m confident that you have your own
personal set of problems.

Jesus Christ wants to give you JOY, so that you'll have a
sphere or realm deep within yourself, a place where you
and Jesus can have intimate association. Jesus wants
you to receive this kind of JOY and not allow external
circumstances and problems to take it away.

During the Mid-Autumn Festival people like to eat
different kinds of Mooncakes. Today | invite you to eat a
special Mooncake—the JOY that Jesus wants to give you.
Please read the Bible and listen to the voice of Jesus,
learn about his truth. Please visit our website,
www.smzg.org, and read and listen to the Christian
materials that you will find there. You’ll learn how to
become a Christian and how to receive the JOY that
Jesus gives.

Second Mooncake: FRIENDSHIP

I moved to Asia before | was thirty years old. Back then,
Mooncakes were pretty cheap so | could sample the
taste of a variety of these items. Perhaps you will think it
strange, but | don’t care for Mooncakes that contain egg
yoke. It’s better for me not to eat many eggs because of
my high cholesterol. I’'m an American, so | prefer to eat
sweet things, thus | enjoy Mooncakes that have bean
paste inside—such as red bean paste and mung bean
paste. After trying various types of Mooncakes, | quickly
discovered that my favorite kind was “wu ren”—a
Mooncake that contains fruit and nuts. | live in the
United States now, so | don’t know whether wu ren
Mooncakes are still produced or not. | get nostalgic
when | think of them—like remembering an old friend.

I’'m sending you a box of Mooncakes. Inside the box are
four Mooncakes, and today I'll give you the second one.
It’s not a wu ren Mooncake, but it does have something
to do with my old “friend” (wu ren) in that it is
Friendship.
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Everyone needs friends—true friends, bosom buddies.
Not the kind of friends that are present when you can
give them food and drink, and not the kind of friends
that are here today and gone tomorrow, but friends who
are here today, tomorrow and forever.

Jesus Christ wants to become your intimate friend. He
wants you to enjoy the best kind of friendship there is.
Wu ren Mooncakes are filled with five kinds of fruits and
nuts. Confucius taught five relationships among people.
Chinese culture includes the “five blessings that enter
the door.” The friendship of Jesus Christ is built on five
facts—Love, Grace, Transparency, Sincerity and
Unselfishness.

Jesus Christ wants to be your friend because of his Love
for you. The fact is that Jesus loves everyone! Jesus
even loves me! Because Jesus loves you, he wants to be
your friend.

When Jesus becomes your friend, he extends Grace to
you. The Bible tells us that Jesus wants to forgive sins—
yours, mine and everyone’s. In order to become your
friend, Jesus gave his own life, was nailed to the cross.

The relationship between Jesus and his friends is
Transparent. Jesus hides nothing. You and | know that a
lot of people relate to each other in a self-serving way. |
want you as a friend because | believe you can “do
something” for me—can enable me to receive some sort
of advantage. Today Zhang San helps Li Si; tomorrow Li
Si opens a door for Zhang San. Jesus does not do things
that way. The friendship of Jesus, his requests of us and
his relationship with us is totally transparent.

Because the friendship of Jesus is transparent, it is
Sincere and truthful. There is nothing false in Jesus. We
have all experienced people who are all smiles and are
polite to our faces, but they laugh at us and speak evil of
us behind our backs; they may deceive or betray us.
Jesus does no such thing! Jesus’ friendship is sincere. It
matters not whether we are poor or rich, old or young,
male or female—Jesus treats us all the same.

Jesus’ friendship is unselfish. Are you aware that |
always put myself first? Even though | want to be your
friend, I still have to think of myself. Do | have the time
to be your friend? Do | have the strength to be your
friend? If | become your friend, will it affect my
relationship with some other people? Will it affect my
family, my work, my status in society; or will it affect my
bank account? | must consider all these questions. But
Jesus had no such contemplations. His friendship is
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completely unselfish. Jesus wants to be your friend and
that’s all there is to it. There is no second sentence, no
further deliberation.

Today I’'m giving you a Mooncake for the Mid-Autumn
Festival, a wu ren Mooncake—the Friendship of Jesus
Christ. His friendship is built on five facts: Love, Grace,
Transparency, Sincerity and Unselfishness. Do you want
to receive this friendship? Please read the Bible—listen
to the voice of Jesus and study his truth. Please visit our
website www.smzg.org and take a look at all the
Christian material you will find there, including
information on how to become a Christian and thereby
receive the Friendship of Jesus.

Third Mooncake: FORGIVENESS

Mooncakes taste good but they’re expensive. I've seen
some Mooncakes that were more expensive than one
would imagine. Some special types of Mooncakes cost
so much that | can’t afford them; | don’t eat these unless
a friend gives them to me. Sometimes, though, friends
express their friendship, love and respect by presenting
me with some Mooncakes!

Today | want to present you with a very special
Mooncake.

In this brief series of articles I’'m giving you a box of
Mooncakes. The first was Joy; the second was
Friendship. Today | present you with the third
Mooncake, Forgiveness.

| can’t speak regarding you, but | can tell you that there
is a lot of history and guilt down deep in my heart.
Sometimes | offend people, sometimes | don’t exercise
self-control and | lose my temper. Sometimes | blame
other people and often | exhibit bad attitudes toward
people or situations. These actions are all wrong and |
stand ashamed before God. Not only do | need the
forgiveness of man, | need God'’s forgiveness as well.

The Bible tells us that Jesus Christ and his cross enable
God to forgive us of our wrongdoings and our sins.
(Bible expressions for the concept of forgiveness include
remission, pardon, etc.)

I mentioned above that there are some special types of
Mooncakes that are too expensive for me to purchase.
God’s forgiveness is the same. We can’t buy God’s
grace, his forgiveness or his pardon. Friends give me
Mooncakes; God wants to give me his forgiveness.
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Someone asked Jesus, “What good thing must | do to
inherit eternal life?” Jesus gave him a very interesting
answer. Jesus answered him according to his own
behavior and need: “Sell your possessions and give to
the poor... Then come and follow me” (Matthew 19:16-
30). Jesus knew the man’s behavior and he knew that he
was selfish and was not concerned for others. If today
you and | ask Jesus “What must | do to get eternal life?”
Jesus would also answer us according to our behavior
and our needs. Perhaps Jesus would say, “Edward, you
must change your attitudes. You must control your
temper. You must forgive other people.”

When the disciples of Jesus asked him to teach them to
pray, Jesus told them that they must forgive other
people before they could receive forgiveness from God
(Luke 11:1-4). Thus the Mooncake that I'm giving you
today does not come without conditions. Jesus wants to
forgive you. Perhaps there are people who should
forgive you as well, but you must forgive them first.

Are these words too difficult to obey? Are they counter-
intuitive? Jesus’ teaching may seem wrong but actually
it’s correct. If you share a Mooncake with another
person and invite him to take the first bite, the bite you
take will taste even better! If you first forgive others,
your conscience will be at peace. After you forgive
someone, he no longer binds you; you are free! Then
God can give you that delicious Mooncake—his
forgiveness!

Today I’'m giving you the most expensive Mooncake
there is, one that was purchased with blood; it’s also the
best tasting Mooncake—the Forgiveness that comes only
from Jesus Christ. Please read the Bible more and more
and listen to the voice of Jesus; learn his truth.

Please visit our website, www.smzg.org, where you can
read and listen to Christian materials. In the process
you’ll learn how to become a Christian and receive the
Forgiveness that Jesus offers.

Fourth Mooncake: NEW LIFE

| remember living in the tropics in Asia. It was so hot
during the summer, but back then very few people had
air conditioning. Public safety was not a problem,
however, so sometimes when the temperature was
unbearable, people would sleep outside.

Unless there was a typhoon in the area, it was still hot
each year at the time of Mid-Autumn Festival. Everyone
looked forward to the fifteenth day of the eighth lunar
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month (the annual date of Mid-Autumn Festival) so they
could relax outside for an entire evening. Many people
were on the streets and many others would go to the
roof of their apartment building and relax, talk and look
at the moon. Allegedly, the moon is at its brightest and
is most beautiful on the fifteenth day of the eighth lunar
month, so everyone enjoys looking at it! People take
advantage of this opportunity to converse, eat, drink and
view the moon. Children eat Mooncakes and play
together. Parents tell their children about Chang’E—the
“goddess of the moon.” Everyone just sets their normal
routine aside and relaxes for an evening.

It’s a fact that people need to relax occasionally. From
such we gain strength and renewal, a sort of new life.

In this brief series of articles I've given you a very special
box of Mooncakes. The first was Joy; the second was
Friendship; the third was Forgiveness. Today I’'m giving
you the fourth special Mooncake—New Life.

Jesus said, “I have come that they may have life, and
have it to the full.” This statement is in the Gospel of
John [10:10]; the Gospel of John records quite a lot of
conversations that Jesus had. Regarding the new life
that Jesus wants to give people, John said, “In him was
life, and that life was the light of men” [1:4]. “For God so
loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal
life” [3:16]. Jesus mentions “life” about fifty times in the
Gospel of John! For example, Jesus said, “...whoever
drinks the water | give him will never thirst. Indeed, the
water | give him will become in him a spring of water
welling up to eternal life” [4:14]. Jesus also declared,
am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go
hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty”
[6:35]. “...he who believes has everlasting life”

[6:47]. From these statements, we not only know that
Jesus emphasized “new life,” the also brought new life to
human kind—to you and to me.

III

This new life that Jesus gives—is it useful? Yes! It’s very
useful!l The early Christians of the first century had
momentous life changes—because they became
Christians. Today too, those who become Christians also
undergo changes in their lives—significant changes and
obvious changes. For example, in ancient times new
Christians had been people who had cheated people,
were jealous, were cruel and who lied, but they turned
into people who were honest, loving and truthful.
Today, | myself have seen people who lacked self-control
turn into cordial people. I've seen people who didn’t
respect their wives become people who respected, loved
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and helped their wives. I've seen men who had
committed adultery change into chaste Christians. All of
these changes took place because the love, truth, grace,
teaching and example of Jesus entered into the hearts of
these people.

Mooncakes are delicious, but they can give us only a few
minutes of pleasure. The special Mooncake that Jesus
wants to give—New Life—is completely different. The
truth of Jesus sinks into the deepest part of one’s heart
and changes our way of thinking, our values and our
lives.

You don’t know me and | don’t know you. | don’t know
what problems you face and you don’t know my
weaknesses. You don’t know what wrongs I've
committed in life. | know that you and | both have our
weaknesses and we’ve both done wrong. All of us need
that special Mooncake that Jesus wants to give us—New
Life.

May | suggest that when you and | celebrate the Mid-
Autumn Festival this year, not only should we (as Li Bai,
China’s famous eighth century poet, said) “lift our heads
and look at the clear moon, bow our heads and
contemplate our old home place,” not only should we
converse with our friends and tell our children the story
of Chang’E, but let’s do something else, something of
more value. Let us do some introspection, some self-
criticism; let’s examine the deep places of our hearts and
ask ourselves, “Do | want to eat Jesus’ special Mooncake
and receive the New Life that Jesus wants to give?

Please read the Bible and listen to the voice of Jesus;
study his truth. Visit our website, www.smzg.org and
read and listen to many Christian articles there. Learn
how to become a Christian and thus receive New Life of
Jesus Christ.




